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THE LAW  OF FREEDOM

WE BRING these two words together. If
" law " and " freedom " appear contradic-
tory, It is because we have put asunder what God
joined. All freedom implies restraint. There is
no such thing as liberty without obedience.

The deadliest foe of freedom is not outward
bondage but inward license. If a man " does as
he likes," and keeps on doing as he likes irrespec-
tive of what that is, he will probably continue the
practice when he has ceased to like it. We speak
of the slaves of drink, and the slaves of custom,
meaning that there is a moral condition common
enough where self-control has gone and bondage
has ensued.

The texts which we have placed as the guides
of our thought emphasise law as an essential
factor in freedom. Each declares that obedience
is the road to liberty. " I shall walk at liberty,"
said the psalmist, " because I have sought thy pre-
cepts." Obedience leads to emancipation. He is
free, not in spite of his loyalty to the command-
ments, but because of it. The psalmist's words
received the Master's confirmation. Never did